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The ubiquity of online networked social spaces presents librarians with an opportunity to become members of user communities and thereby integrate library resources and services at point-of-need and for point-of-discovery in ways previous models of librarian outreach could not obtain. Participating in networked social spaces such as MySpace is particularly valuable for connecting with undergraduate students for whom the library is unfortunately often an alien and mystifying entity. This project briefing will offer an introduction to a variety of projects underway at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, particularly in the Undergraduate Library (http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ugl/) to explore the possibilities of social spaces for libraries. Specific examples include:

· MySpace (http://www.myspace.com/undergradlibrary) and Facebook (Undergrad Library in UIllinois network) sites

· Facebook flyers (http://www.facebook.com/flyers.php)

· I-Go: The Library Toolbar (http://www.library.uiuc.edu/toolbar/)

· IM buddy names on all major networks (http://www.library.uiuc.edu/askus/)

· SecondLife (http://infoisland.org/) exploration 

· Librarian Office Hours (http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ugl/help/officehours.html)

· Integration in campus courseware communities (https://compass-portal.cites.uiuc.edu)

Online social spaces are complemented by new attention to social and collaboration spaces in the Library's physical facilities, particularly in the Undergraduate Library. Examples of enhancements to physical spaces include:

· Re-configuration of computer workstation distribution to facilitate group use of computers

· Laptop, DVD player, MP3 player, and hard drive check out (http://www.library.uiuc.edu/ugl/about/technology.html)
· iMac computers for multimedia production and development

· Furniture layout that encourage student reconfiguration for different group sizes

