Penn State’s

Office of Digital Scholarly Publishing
Established in March, 2005, the Penn State Office of Digital Scholarly Publishing (ODSP) is a partnership between the Penn State University Libraries and the Penn State Press.  Its mission is to leverage the expertise and technologies of both organizations to use new media technologies to advance scholarly communication at Penn State and beyond.  

One of the first tasks of the ODSP is to build the necessary technical infrastructure for moving journals and monographs to a digital environment.  Already in place are a robust network infrastructure and a suite of software on the library platform for newspapers, images, and monographs.  Journal and proceedings software is under development in a joint project with Cornell University, funded by the Andrew Mellon Foundation, based on Cornell’s innovative publishing software, DPubS (Digital Publishing System).  Originally created to support cost efficient distribution of serial literature in mathematics and statistics, DPubS is being re-engineered as a general-purpose publishing platform for scholarly literature in diverse fields.  It will support peer review, extensive administrative functionality, and will provide interoperability with open source repository systems such as FEDORA and DSpace.

Current projects of the ODSP include:

· Online Print-on-Demand Access to the Press’s Backlist:  The Penn State Press has digitized a large share of its backlist of titles in an effort to reduce warehouse inventory and capitalize on the benefits of print-on-demand (POD) technology.  The Press and the Libraries have joined forces in this effort by making many of these titles available online as part of the Libraries’ growing e-book collections.

· Pennsylvania History:  Back issues of Pennsylvania History, the journal of the Pennsylvania Historical Association (PHA), are being digitized by the Libraries, which will then make them publicly available online via the Libraries’ server.  At the same time, refereeing, editing, and production of the journal will migrate to a digital environment that will utilize the new DPubS software for the digital publishing process.

· Romance Studies Series:  An online series in Romance Studies has been launched in collaboration with the Department of French and Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese.  This series, a successor to a print monograph series published by the Press from 1991-2003, will publish monographs electronically and by print-on-demand.

· Proceeding: DPubS software will provide for electronic publishing of conference proceedings in conjunction with the university’s Outreach programs and faculty conferences. 

These projects provide a laboratory for exploring cost-recovery models including sale of PDF content, print-on-demand books, and library-based subscriptions.  At the same time, the Office will secure external funding as needed to launch and sustain specific projects.

