The Portal to Texas History: Harnessing Technology to Enable Collaboration with Small Museums and Libraries

How can small organizations hurdle obstacles to participate in digital initiatives? Software development supports such participation in the Portal to Texas History project by enabling persons in smaller institutions to easily contribute digital copies of their materials to the project and make them available online. Software solutions have been created to facilitate workflows and standards for metadata entry and digital object creation. The Portal to Texas History serves as a digital gateway to the rich collections held by Texas libraries, museums, archives, historical societies, and private individuals. 

· Project Background 

· Standards Development to Support Collaboration:

· Metadata - http://www.library.unt.edu/digitalprojects/metadata/ 

· Input guidelines for all audiences

· Examples to emulate

· Mapping from other standard and non-standard metadata  schemes

· Project Standards for Digital File Creation - http://www.library.unt.edu/digitalprojects/documentation/standard.htm 

· Text (Books) 

· Documents (handwritten, ledgers, receipts)

· Photographs (prints) 

· Photographs (negatives & slides) 

· Large Format (posters and maps) 

· Project Workflows to Support Quality Control:

· Metadata Workflows

· Capture/Creation of metadata at key points in the digital object lifecycle 

· selection - administrative metadata 

· digitization - preservation metadata 

· creation of submission package - descriptive metadata 

· metadata editing 

· Digital Object Creation Workflows

· Selection 

· Digitization 

· Quality Control 

· Creating Submission Packages for system

· Tools to Support Workflows:

· Metadata creation tutorials 

· Digitization tutorials 

· Web Forms for metadata template creation

· Submission Ingest Package (SIP)Client 

· Web Based Metadata management system 
Cathy N. Hartman and Mark Phillips

University of North Texas Libraries

