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Moving Image Collections (MIC) is a portal to the world's moving images consisting of an integrated online catalog of moving images, with an archive directory and links to resources on moving images and moving image preservation.  MIC is being developed via a National Science Foundation grant, as part of the National Science Digital Library.  MIC is a collaboration of the Association of Moving Image Archivists (AMIA) and the host site for MIC, the Library of Congress.  MIC development was funded by the National Science Foundation as part of the National Science Digital Library (NSDL) initiative. 
MIC features include: 

· Union catalog of moving images held by a variety of organizations, including libraries, museums, archives and television broadcasting companies, including films, videos, and digital streaming video. 
· Searchable directory of organizations with moving image collections. 

· Portals for archivists, educators and other communities

· Resources about moving images and moving image preservation for archivists', educators, and the general public

· Search options and displays combining information about services and access to collections from the organization directory with title information from the union catalog
The primary components of MIC are:

Union Catalog

The MIC Union Catalog provides access to the moving images within the collections of MIC participating organizations. The Union Catalog does not include the collections of every organization listed in the MIC Archive Directory, but only those who choose to participate by sending records to the union catalog.  Currently, the catalog information from the MIC Alpha Implementer Sites is being added to the union catalog. MIC Alpha Implementer Sites are early adopters who provide valuable input and guidance for the development process. Implementers are: Cable News Network (CNN); Library of Congress; Oregon Health & Science University Library; National Geographic Television; National Library of Medicine; Oregon Health & Science University Library; ResearchChannel; Smithsonian Institution; Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies; Northeast Historic Film; Pacific Film Archive; Walter J. Brown Media Archives and Peabody Awards Collection (Univ. of Georgia Libraries); Prelinger Collection at the Internet Archive; Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research.  You can discover which databases have been loaded from any "Collections Explore" search screen, which indicates organizations with collections available for searching.

Most organizations catalog their moving images according to a cataloging standard or schema that meets the needs of the organization's users, who may be the public, corporate managers and staff, moving image producers, footage users, etc. The MIC Union catalog utilizes a core registry of data elements that are common to moving images from any type of organization. The core registry is also designed to produce complete catalog records in a variety of cataloging schemas, including MARC, Dublin Core and MPEG-7.  MODS (Metadata Object Description Schema) will be added in Phase II (2005-7)
Organization Directory Database

The MIC Archive Directory allows users to locate appropriate collections to search or visit. If the organization's records are in the MIC Union Catalog, information from the Directory will display with materials discovered through the union catalog search. The Directory also provides detailed information about preservation and cataloging practices that will be used to further collaboration, mentoring and research within the community. The directory may be searched via any portal by selecting "Archive Explore"

The Directory is intended to be a community collaboration enabling tool as much as an information resource, allowing communities to evaluate cataloging and preservation activities in similar organizations, self-identify organizations with common interests to sponsor research and education portals, find mentors, enable active community collaboration, training, and development in areas of mutual interest (cataloging, preservation, programming), etc. It will also enable AMIA and the Library of Congress to identify and target particular training and collaboration needs, emerging trends, etc. to focus community training and support. 

Audience Portals
MIC portals provide contextualized information suitable for different audiences. Information about moving images and moving image organizations will be more technical and specialized on archivists' portals, for example. The forthcoming NSDL portal, Science Goes to the Movies, will include only science-themed moving image catalog records and information useful for science educators.   MIC portals also provide extensive educational resources intended to support users in integrating moving images into education and research and in issues of preservation and access to moving images.
